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22 Chantry Drive, Weston-super-Mare, BS22 7PP
07789 767269
Mike.coles1956@gmail.com
Minutes of Swim England South West Water Polo Technical Committee
Monday 24th July 2017, 7.30pm at Mid Devon District Council, Willand, EX15 3FA
1. Present:
Stuart Noyce, Brian Steer (Devon), Mike Coles (Somerset), Sarah Tomlinson (Bristol &
West Water Polo League), Chris Elliot (Board Representative), Phil Garrad (Devonport),
Martyn Thomas (Specialist, water polo), John Spicer (Gloucestershire).
2. Apologies:
Anthony Stevenson (Cornwall), Colin Hunt (Regional Academy Administrator),
Simon Tomlinson (Water Polo Coach), Chris Ducker (Wiltshire), Fred Fowler (Dorset).
3.

Appointment of chairman, secretary, and finance officer for water polo
3.1. Stuart Noyce was appointed as chairman and was proposed by Brian Steer and
seconded by Martyn Thomas. Unanimously approved.
3.2. Mike Coles was appointed as secretary, Proposed John Spicer, seconded Martyn
Thomas.
3.3. Phil Garrad offered his services as Finance Officer and this was proposed by Mike
Coles and seconded by Brian Steer.

4. Approval of minutes from the last meeting dated 22nd May 2017.
These were attached (Appendix 1). Proposed accepted: John Spicer seconded Martyn
Thomas.
5. Matters Arising from the aforementioned meeting:
5.1. It was suggested by the chairman, Stuart Noyce, that because of the problems that
had arisen since the last meeting with the resignation of James Baker as secretary
that we write to Suzy Stevenson of Swim England to speak on the Talent Pathway
for water polo which comes into force from September 2017 (see Appendix II)
5.2. The secretary to write to Sara Dunsbee for clarification regarding new qualifications
of Level 1 and 2 for water polo and ask when can we hold courses. Mike Coles
suggested that if we were to operate them at a club level, then this would be
cheaper for candidates. He would investigate further with Swim England.
5.3. Speak with Rob Coleman of Devonport to investigate the possibilities of using
Plymouth Life Centre for the 12 & Under inter-club water polo tournament along the
same basis as the Bristol & West Water Polo League held their 12 and under
tournament in May, running it as a charity event, with a donation being made to the
charity nominated by Plymouth Life.
5.4. Simon Tomlinson was holding the equipment for the women’s teams and John
Spicer held the men’s teams’ equipment. Further equipment was still in the hands of
James Baker, but Brian or Stuart would speak with him regarding this.
5.5. Doug Litt would be written or emailed regarding the whereabouts of the Lighthouse
Trophy which was used for the 14 and under mixed inter county (Devon be the last
winners, prior to Gloucestershire winning the 2016 tournament.
5.6. Letter of complaint which was ongoing would be taken over by the new secretary,
Mike Coles.

5.7. It was noted that the position of the BWWPL representative was a voting position.
This was confirmed by all at the meeting.
6. Meeting with representatives of the Management Board (see Appendix III &
Appendix IV (Budget)).
7. ASA Inter Regional Championships
7.1. Congratulations were passed on to Simon Tomlinson, who had not only coached the
16 and under girls team to victory in Division 2 competition at Liverpool, but together
with his wife, Suzie, had organized and informed the selected team, arranged
accommodation, etc. for the team, and Suzie had stepped into team manager the
squad. Further thanks were passed on to Maggi Elliman who accompanied the team
as chaperone and assisting Simon and Suzie.
7.2. John Spicer reported back on the 16 and under boys who finished in fourth place in
Division 2. A vote of thanks was given, not only to Mr Spicer but also team manager
Tanya Wheeler.
8. South West Inter County Championships 2017
8.1. Discussions took place on the proposed format for this competition going forward. It
was recognised by the committee for the need to raise more monies from this
event, so it was proposed that:
8.1.1. Entry for these events would be raised by £50 to £100 per team.
8.1.2. Entry would be charged for spectators
8.1.3. Raffles would be organized to further raise money.
8.2. As previously mentioned the 12/under competition would try to be held at Plymouth
Life Centre.
8.3. The remainder of the competitions would try to be held over two-day sessions at
Millfield School in December.
9. Regional Academy Development Sessions 2017/2018
9.1. It was proposed that all the administration for this would be taken over by Colin
Hunt, who up to now had been doing the general administration, but it was felt that
he should take over the complete running together with the Boys and Men’s Head
Coach, John Spicer; and following the resignation of the Women’s Head Coach,
Meritxell Manzano, that the post of Head Coach would be offered out by invitation.
9.2. It was further proposed that only the Head Coaches and named coaches would be
entitled to claim fuel expenses for traveling to the academies.
9.3. It was proposed that the Academy sessions would be run in September, October,
November, December, January, February, April and June, missing out March
which was the period when National Age Group (NAGS) were held, and July
because of exams and holidays.
9.4. There were two remaining for this year, one of which will be used for trials for both
girls and boys
9.5. All monies for the academies needed to be paid up front and no refunds would be
given.
10. County Officer Reports:
10.1. Cornwall: A written report was submitted by Anthony Stevenson (Appendix V).
10.2. Devon: Brian Steer reported that the Devon League was continuing, and apart
from that there was not much more to report.
10.3. Somerset: Mike Coles reported that the Somerset League would be restarted
after not being held for a number of years. He reported on the success of the
recent Level 1 Water Polo Coaches Course held at Kings College, Taunton, where
16 new coaches were successful in obtaining their accreditation. Two of the
coaches were supported by Somerset’s Development Funding.
10.4. Dorset: No report from the county

10.5. Gloucestershire: Nothing to report
10.6. Wiltshire: No report from the county
10.7. Finance: Chris Elliot asked for a copy of the expenses for the two inter regional
competitions for the Boys and Girls. The secretary said he would request these
from the two coaches, John Spicer and Simon Tomlinson and forward them on.
10.8. Development: Mike Coles said he would continue as the development officer for
the time being. He was hoping that a referees and table official’s course would be
held in October at a venue to be announced. He further said that he was in the
process of organising a Team Manager’s course as well as a Safeguarding
Children Course. He would also be looking at holding further Level 1 courses and
also try for a Level 2. He would, as far as possible, keep the costs down for these
courses, and the referees’ course would be self-funding.
10.9. Masters: No report
10.10. Officials: Mike Coles spoke of the great need for further officials as the present
ones were being overworked and traveling great distances.
11. Information from National Set up and Academy.
11.1. It was mentioned that Normal Leighton had sent out a letter which canceled the
National Academy for this year. The committee was extremely disappointed with
this news.
12. Items to communicate and use of South West Communications Channels
12.1. Mike Coles said that he would be creating the ASA South West water polo
Facebook Group and changing it to a page so that he could better communicate
information out to the water polo players of the south west. He also said that he
would be making greater use of the South West Swim England newsletter and
website to get information out to players, etc.
13. Any other business: No any other business.
14. Dates of next meetings:
14.1. It was proposed that all future meetings would be held at Swim England’s South
West Office at Wellington. Chris Elliot offered to book these (which have now been
confirmed). Dates are:
Monday, 9th October 2017
Monday, 5th February 2018
Monday 9th July 2018
Meeting was closed at 9.17pm.
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