
Swim England South West Region 
 

President Mr Roger Downing  
 

Masters Subcommittee Meeting 
Monday 29th March 2021 

at 7 pm 
( via Zoom ) 

 
Those present: 

 
CR     Catherine Ralph  Cornwall County Masters Representative 
KY      Karen Yendole  Dorset County Masters Representative 
PO      Philippa O'Grady  Somerset County Masters Representative (joint) 
AP       Adele Parham  Somerset County Masters Representative (joint) 
BA       Brian Armstrong  Gloucestershire County Masters Representative 
SH      Sue Haigh Devon County and Regional  Masters Representative 
RM      Robert Margetts Independent Regional Board Member 
JP        Jeroen Peters Chair of Masters Working Group 
CR       Chrissie Robinson  Regional Chair 
PR       Paul Robbins  Regional Vice Chair 
 

 
 

 
1. No apologies 
 
 
 
RM accepted the chairmanship. 
 
2. The minutes of the previous meeting were  agreed and signed. 
 
3. Matters arising  
In our Regional Masters subcommittee meeting on 11 January 2020 the email from Jonathan Scott was 
discussed in detail. Jonathan, who is hearing impaired had asked to attend but required that a signer to be 
provided and paid for by the Region. 
It was decided that in this instance the Region would pay but would look into cheaper or voluntary help for 
those who need it in the future. 
SH to raise this with the full Swimming Committee as this item caused some confusion. It would  be 
sensible to decide on a policy regarding just what reasonable adjustments need to be made to 
accommodate all swimmers attending regionally run events 
 
4. There was no correspondence 
 
5.County Reports 
 Due to the COVID-19 situation very little swimming has taken place throughout 2020. There were written 
County reports from Devon and Cornwall, while Dorset, Gloucestershire and Somerset counties reported 
verbally. 
 
6. Regional Development Days 



 
There was discussion on whether or not a Regional Development Day should be held as opposed to smaller 
more local County run days. 
SH highlighted several points of interest that came out of the survey sent out to Masters in early 2020. 
Answers to how much swimmers would be prepared to pay for their Development Days were 
disappointing.  
Only 17 people out of 178 said they would pay over £26 for their day. 
 
 
The survey also revealed that the majority of swimmers in the South West Region did not want to travel 
for more than an hour in order to attend such an event. 
 
65% of swimmers answering the questionnaire said they would prefer a county run event. 
The recommendation was that ‘sub regional’ Development Days, organised by a single county or two or 
three counties working together, should be held as opposed to a centrally run Regional event. 
 
 
 
 
7. Competitions: 
 a) Individual  
As a Region we hope that our masters meet will go ahead on the 26th September at Millfield 
However, Millfield have imposed a three month cancellation policy so if the event does not look viable we I 
need to cancel by 26th June. 
 
BA suggested that the date for the regional meet might be moved to later in the year;  perhaps in 
November or December. 
 
PR reported that there may be difficulty sourcing officials as a survey showed that older officials were less 
keen to return to officiate at competitions. 
 
With the situation due to COVID-19 being so uncertain it was decided that  we advertise the meet as early 
as possible to assess swimmers interest and that a meeting would be called in May to discuss whether or 
not the event could go ahead. 
 
b Inter County   
At the date of the meeting it had not been decided if this event will take place in 2021. 
 
 
7. South West Masters swimmer for 2020 
 
It was decided that this would not be awarded for 2020. 
 
Points gained for swims in 2020 will be rolled over to 2021. 
 
 
8. AOB 
The question of whether the Swim England Short Course National would go ahead in October was raised.  
JP reported that this was under discussion & if it were to go ahead it would take place over the weekend of 
the 29/31 October. 
 
The question of Swim England fees was raised. JP floated the idea of the setting up of a new structure for 
Masters swimmers.  There was discussion around creating a separate masters category with swimmers 



paying a set fee likely to be an amount somewhere between the Category 1 fee of £9.50 and the Category 
2 £27.75 . 
If masters were keen to compete in age group events then they would be able to upgrade their 
membership to a full Category 2 
 
JP they reported that the Masters Working Group was in the process of being created. The ToRs should be 
agreed soon and five new members of the MWG would be elected. JP also reminded the county 
representatives that he would be advertising his ‘Town Hall’ meeting soon. 
 
SH  asked County Reps to remind their swimmers that regional records should be claimed if a record was 
set in a County or more minor event. 
 
Applications are not necessary for records set at World, European, British Swimming, Swim England 
National or South West Region Masters events, but a reminder to the office may avoid a record being 
overlooked. 
 
No date was decided for the next masters meeting but one will be called in May to decide whether or not 
the regional open meet can go ahead. 
 
 
Sue Haigh 
 
Post meeting admission from Wiltshire County 
 

Due to COVID-19 there is very little to report from Wiltshire, except that several of Masters 

managed to compete in the level X virtual meets during the relaxing of lockdown. A few brave 

masters have started training in open air pools and lakes ahead of the 17 May. The Wiltshire 

Masters Competition is planned to resuming March 2022, but prior to this it is hoped to run a small 

pilot event the Autumn of 2021.  
 
 


